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Dear  WorldChicago Community ,  
 
I ’m p leased to  report  that
WorldChicago aga in  met  the
chal lenges  of  programming dur ing
the pandemic  for  a  second year .
Not  only  d id  we cont inue to
welcome v is i tors  v i r tua l ly  f rom
around the wor ld  and created top-
qual i ty  profess ional  exchange
programs that  engage everyday
Chicagoans ,  but  we a lso managed to
grow our  programs.

In  2021,  Wor ldChicago was ab le  to
engage in  one of  our  largest
programs ever ,  the Young
Transat lant ic  Innovat ion Leaders
In i t iat ive  (YTILI ) ,  a  U.S .  Department
of  State  f lagship  program which wi l l
br ing a  cohort  of  60 young
European entrepreneurs  f rom 45
countr ies  to  the U.S .  to  part ic ipate
in  a  fe l lowship  program dur ing
2022-2023.  We were able  to
partner  with  Chicago organizat ions
from many sectors  to  part ic ipate  in
th is  new program and cont inued to
engage WorldChicago in  the larger
Chicago community .  

This  year  we a lso welcomed our
f i rst  in-person delegat ion s ince the
pandemic  began.  In  partnership
with  the Publ ic  Affa i rs  Sect ion of
the U.S .  Embassy in  Tbi l i s i ,  Georg ia ,
a  de legat ion of  Georg ian media  and
journal ism professors  and facul ty
came to Chicago for  he lp  in
address ing the current  cha l lenges
that  Georg ian professors  face in  the
c lassroom.  The group spent  one
week in  Chicago v is i t ing  h igher
educat ion inst i tut ions  and an
addit ional  week at  Eastern I l l ino is
Univers i ty  in  Normal ,  I l l ino is .  This
program marked the beginning of
more in-person programming in
2022.  

2021 was a  year  to  remember .  In
2022,  Wor ldChicago is  ce lebrat ing
our  70th anniversary .   This  amazing
mi lestone is  one that  
 commemorates  WorldChicago's
serv ice  to  the Chicago community
by h ighl ight ing the amazing seven
decades in  which we have
welcomed thousands of  
 internat ional  v is i tors  to  Chicago,
and,  most  important ly ,  we have
engaged thousands of  everyday
Chicagoans who have opened thei r
homes,  the i r  bus inesses ,  the i r
c lassrooms,  and thei r  communit ies ,
to  bui ld  a  more peacefu l  and
prosperous wor ld  through c i t izen
dip lomacy.  

Thank you for  support ing
WorldChicago.  We could  not  do th is
work without  you.  

With Grat i tude,  

MESSAGE FROM BOARD CHAIR

Virginia Russell
Board Chair
2021-2022
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 WorldChicago is an affiliate of Global

Ties U.S., a nonprofit membership

association with more than 50 years of

leadership in citizen diplomacy. Together

with more than 90 community partner

members and the U.S Department of

State Citizen Diplomacy Programs,

WorldChicago helps shape International

relations "One handshake at a time."

WorldChicago is a nonprofit

organization which serves to promote

global connections through

communication, collaboration, and

understanding. 

WorldChicago is a leader in fostering

mutual understanding through creating and

supporting dynamic global relationships, 

connecting Chicagoans with their global

counterparts, and building personal and

professional bridges to create

opportunities for dialogue, economic

prosperity, and goodwill.

WorldChicago enables entrepreneurial

growth, professional expansion, and

cultural immersion through individually

designed fellowships, homestays, and

international exchanges. 

OUR MISSION



Peggy Parfenoff
President 
WorldChicago

2021 – another  year  of  the pandemic ,  and another
mi lestone year  for  both WorldChicago and for  me.   
2021 marked my 20th year  with  WorldChicago.
Over  the last  20 years  and over  16,000
handshakes  later ,  I  had the pr iv i lege to  meet  so
many young leaders  f rom near ly  every  country  in
the wor ld .  I  am so proud to  represent
WorldChicago – an organizat ion that  i s  committed
to c i t izen d ip lomacy and making our  wor ld  a
better  p lace every  day.  

I  am amazed at  a l l  our  fabulous  team
accompl ished over  the past  year  –  WorldChicago
hosted 834 emerging leaders  f rom around the
wor ld !  A lmost  a l l  the programs were v i r tua l  of
course ,  but  Wor ldChicago a lso  had the
opportunity  to  host  two in-person delegat ions  –
14 journa l ism professors  f rom Georg ia  jo ined us
in  August  to  ga in  knowledge in  teaching
journal ism and in  bui ld ing a  f ree and transparent
media .  The second delegat ion was f rom Malays ia
and came to Chicago to  ta lk  about  water  safety .
Programs dur ing a  pandemic  do br ing new
logist ics  and worr ies ,  but  we are  p leased to  report
that  a l l  de legat ions  left  Chicago heal thy!

Some of  the h ighl ights  of  the year  inc luded our
v i r tua l  exchange with  40 Car ibbean teens and 20
Chicago h igh school  students .  They met  each
Fr iday for  s ix  weeks and learned about  the i r  home
l ives ,  the i r  music ,  food,  and cu l ture .  I t  was  not
the same as  be ing together  in  person,  but  new
technology tools  l ike  Padlet  and Google
Classroom a l lowed everyone to  be a  v ideographer
and show l i fe  at  home.  

Another  h igh l ight  was k ick ing off  the Young
Transat lant ic  Innovat ion Leaders  In i t iat ive  (YTILI ) ,
connect ing on entrepreneurship  curr icu lum with
our  partner  DePaul  Univers i ty  Coleman Center  for
Entrepreneurship .  We are  exc i ted to  let  you know
that  after  meet ing v i r tua l ly  for  s ix  months ,  the
YTILI  Fe l lows wi l l  have the chance to  come to
Chicago in  May of  2022.

WorldChicago has  been connect ing the wor ld  to
Chicago s ince 1952 and leading in  c i t izen d ip lomacy
whether  hold ing in-person programs dur ing a
pandemic  or  t ry ing new programming ideas  through
vir tua l  exchanges .  Emerging leaders  f rom
WorldChicago have gone on to  grow their  companies
and thei r  communit ies ,  to  open d iscuss ions  about
important  topics  l ike  LBGTQ r ights  and access  to
educat ion for  people  with  d isabi l i t ies ,  and have
shown the va lue of  a  f ree press  and a  c lear  and
transparent  government .   The changes that  our
v is i tors  have made around the wor ld  after  the i r  t ime
in  Chicago is  the reason I  am exc i ted to  go to  work
each day.

I  certa in ly  haven’ t  been on th is  journey a lone – l ike
any great  journey,  I ’ve  had some amazing t ravel ing
companions  -  f i rst  and foremost  thank you to  our
fabulous  team on whose shoulders  I  s tand each day:
My staff  support  me through out  the year  and have a
pass ion for  internat ional  exchange and the important
work we do:  Donna Sadl ick i ,  Jennifer  Dixon,  Jabar i
Smith ,  Megan Spi l lman,  Ju l ia  Sosnivka ,  Ethan Reiss ,
Angela  Bel t ran ,  Mary Sancibr ian ,  Caher i  Agui lar ,  and
Glor ia  L lenos .

Thank you to  our  Board of  Directors ,  a  rea l ly
wonderfu l  group of  people  that  so  dedicated to
c i t izen d ip lomacy and contr ibutes  so much of  the i r
t ime,  ta lent ,  and treasure to  making WorldChicago a
successfu l  organizat ion.  

I  a lso  owe a  large thank you to  our  homestay hosts ,
profess ional  hosts  and d inner  hosts .  These amazing
Chicagoans shared thei r  love of  our  great  c i ty  with  
 a l l  of  our  internat ional  v is i tors .  

2022 is  a l ready an adventure-f i l led  year  with  in-
person programs return ing and WorldChicago
celebrat ing our  70th Anniversary!  Jo in  us  throughout
the spr ing and summer as  we feature  a  decade each
month,  cu lminat ing in  our  70th Anniversary
Celebrat ion on October  27.  I t  wi l l  be  a  de l ightfu l
evening in  the sty le  of  the 1950s as  we ce lebrate  a l l
the l ives  touched by WorldChicago and c i t izen
dip lomacy.
Thank you for  t ravel ing  with  me on th is  journey and I
look forward to  more mi les  ahead with  a l l  of  you
shin ing c i t izen d ip lomats .  



Professional Fellowships

Professional Exchanges
Working with the U.S. Department of State,
WorldChicago is a partner for the International Visitors
Leadership Program (IVLP), which brings foreign leaders
to the U.S. for short-term professional exchanges on
topics ranging from women’s empowerment to countering
violent extremism. These transformative experiences help
create cross-cultural communication, mutual
understanding, and global engagement that positively
shape participants’ views of Chicago and the U.S. that can
lead to a more peaceful and prosperous world.

Youth Leadership
WorldChicago is a local coordinator for the U.S.
Department of State Youth Leadership Programs for
international high school students and adult mentors.
These short programs inspire cross-cultural dialogue,
build respect, and boost civic engagement among young
Americans and their international peers. Additionally,
WorldChicago has created the Youth Diplomats Program
that offers hands-on workshops, skills training sessions,
volunteer activities, and cultural events for Chicago high
school students to help nurture leadership skills and
engage this next generation with in developing a global
perspective .

PROGRAMS

Through the partnership with the U.S. Department of
State's Professional Fellows Program, WorldChicago
connects emerging leaders with government offices,
public policy-oriented NGOs, private companies, and
university departments for short-term, intensive
fellowships designed to broaden their professional
expertise.



PROFESSIONAL
FELLOWSHIPS

After over a year of delays, WorldChicago officially
launched our 2021 Tech Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program with a virtual Opening
Ceremony. This opening ceremony brought
together members of the U.S. Department of State,
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Global
Leaders Division, WorldChicago Board and Staff,
and our SuperCohort of Professional Fellows.

That same week, we launched our Ashoka Systems
Change course which was facilitated by Marc Carr
from Ashoka. The specialized course focused on
impact measurement, funding, and partnerships.
Fellows were placed with local and national
organizations and corporations for an intensive
virtual fellowship that required them to complete a 
minimum of 30 hours of work over the course of
four consecutive weeks. 

Many of our Fellows continued working with their
fellowship host organizations beyond the requisite
4-week window, which was a testament to the
mutually-beneficial opportunity that these
fellowships present for all parties involved. In our
closing program survey, fellowship hosts rated the
program a 9/10.

Amidst the spring months of 2021, WorldChicago
proudly facilitated two development sessions for
The Legacy International Professional Fellows
Program which aimed to show fellows what it
means to be a young professional in the city of
Chicago. However, the Legacy Fellows Program
extended beyond our Chicago Cohort,
incorporating virtual fellows from Washington, DC
and Austin, Texas. 

Our first development session took place on March
17th and was led by Kyle Schultz, Executive Vice
President of Business Development and Global
Strategy at World Business Chicago. 

This Economic Empowerment Learning Event
familiarized fellows with some of Chicago’s diverse
economic programs, as well as numerous
professional and entrepreneurial resources. The
second session, held on April 18th, centered on
networking in collaboration with our Young
Professional Group’s quarterly Adventure, Brunch,
and Citizen Diplomacy (ABCD) International
Networking Event. This informal event granted our
Legacy Fellows the opportunity to connect with
other young professionals from Chicago and
around the world. WorldChicago and the Legacy
International team’s hard work has resulted in a
successful and engaging program.  



The Young Transatlantic Innovation Leaders Initiative (YTILI) is the U.S.
Department of State's flagship program for emerging entrepreneurs from Europe
which is facilitated by WorldChicago. Through this program, a cohort of 60
young European entrepreneurs from 45 countries will participate in a robust
fellowship program to grow their ventures, foster global partnerships, and
positively impact the economic development of their communities. 

WorldChicago welcomes a new
program.

Partners
CEED Slovenia

Citizen Diplomacy International     

          Philadelphia

Coleman Entrepreneurship Center                  

at DePaul University

GEA College, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Global Ties Alabama

Global Ties Albuquerque  

Global Ties Detroit

Global Ties Alabama

International House Charlotte 

San Diego Diplomacy 

World Affairs Council Seattle 

WorldDenver

More than 300 European alumni have participated in YTILI since 2016, growing
their business skills and strengthening transatlantic partnerships through the
fellowship program. YTILI offers an online and in-person entrepreneurship
curriculum through DePaul University, a five-week fellowship placement in one
of nine U.S cities, allowing fellows to gain firsthand exposure to the operations
of a U.S organization in their professional sector, U.S based conferences, and an
Innovation Summit & Reciprocal Exchange.  



Alexander Groesbeek           
Andreea Serban
Aneida Bajraktari Bicja
Arlind Haxhijaj
Arman Ayvazyan
Athanasios Vratimos
Beka Tomashvili
Carlos Matilla Codesal
Celik Nimani
Christopher Nordmo
Constantin Vlas
Csenge Kolozsvári
Danira Šabić
David Zovko
Donjeta Sahatçiu
Dorde Dordevic
Dragana Lipovac

Meet the Fellows

Countries Represented
Albania

Armenia

Austria

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Belgium

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Croatia

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

France

Georgia

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Kosovo

Latvia

Ecem Basyurt
Eleftherios Karabatsakis
Elke Pichler
Ellen Karrina Svendsen
Emily Brick
Gabriel Samlali
Gráinne Dwyer
Hanna-Liis Remmelg
Hristo Hristov
Ievgeniia Nikolaichuk
Ina Bertel
Isabel Bustos Pacheco
Ivan Ivanovski
Kai Isand
Kamile Vitaite
Kjartan Thorsson

Larisa Gryazeva
László Kindrusz
Linh Mai
Mateusz Ciasnocha
Mihailo Raspopovic
Miriama Hučková
Momčilo Paunović
Natalia Bavdzei
Natalia Curnic
Nevena Pandža
Nikita Karavaev
Olga Rajchikj
Peteris Kelle
Philip Weykamp
Pier Giorgio Bianchi
Rachel Beattie
Raphaela Kurer

Riccardo Lucato
Richard Petro
Rodrigo Bourbon
Rufat Huseynzade
Sheyla Alakbarova
Steven Frigerio
Tina Strubelj
Valerij Seničev
Viktoriia Kobenko
Vladimer Sanadze

Lithuania

Malta

Moldova

Montenegro

Netherlands

North Macedonia

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Russia

Serbia

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Switzerland

Turkey

Ukraine

United Kingdom



Youth Diplomats Program

WorldChicago proudly offers the Youth
Diplomats Program, a nine-month long
opportunity for teens to expand as global
citizens. 

Participants partake in workshops, seminars,
and volunteering, with the opportunity to
attend speeches and lectures provided by
government officials, academics, and other
leaders. Students are also eligible to visit
Washington D.C to learn about diplomacy
and intercultural exchange. 

In 2021, WorldChicago Youth Diplomats
explored Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay, and
Venezuela with the Young Leaders of the
Americas Initiative. Students were exposed to
the cuisine, history, and music of fellows’
home communities while expanding upon
entrepreneurial topics.

Youth Leadership Exchanges

World Chicago also coordinated the U.S
Department of State's Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affair's Youth Leadership
Program for international students and adult
mentors. 

These programs facilitate cultural dialogue,
encourage respect and understanding, and
promote civic engagement. 

International Youth Program Workshop

"The Youth Diplomats
Program inspired me to
become more involved in my
community. "

- Olivia K., Youth Diplomat

YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS



10%
Other information deemed

relevant to stakeholders may
be included.

Co-Founder and Artistic

Director of the Chicago

Jazz Philharmonic, Orbert

Davis, met with our

Fulbright Scholars to

discuss the history of jazz

and its influence on modern

music, locally and globally.

The history of Native Americans within Illinois
The history of Chicago from its founding to its
contemporary lifestyle
Chicago's history through the examination of
popular food dishes and cooking
demonstrations and the influence of jazz
through musical examples 
Home Hospitality for the Senior Scholars hosted
by Fulbright Alumni in Chicago

The Fulbright Senior Scholar Program granted
lFulbright Scholars in the Midwest the opportunity
to meet with WorldChicago professionals and learn
about Chicago’s rich history. WorldChicago
facilitated the following programs to enhance the
Scholars'  experience in the United States:

The program’s activities were guided by guest
speakers who are local Chicagoans well-versed in
their professions. They were able to strengthen the
scholars’ eagerness to learn about Chicago’s history
and culture through interactive activities. Despite
the online nature of the program, our program
directors were successful in maintaining the
Scholar's interest and keeping discussions lively. 

FULBRIGHT ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM

Scholars were also granted opportunities to
share their own traditions and culture with the
group, helping them create interpersonal
relationships and an environment that
celebrates diversity. All these components,
along with the hard work of our team,
contributed to the event’s overall engagement
and success. 



INTERNATIONAL
VISITORS
LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM

In June 2021, a regional project delegation focused on
"Human and Civil Rights for Marginalized
Communities" met with RefugeeOne on June 28th.
Helen Sweitzer and Jim Porter gave an informative
presentation on their services and strategies to
support refugees. On June 30th, the delegation met
with Diane Latiker from Kids Off the Block, who
discussed the various ways the organization supports
at-risk youth in the community. The virtual meetings
were well received by the visitors.  

WorldChicago participated in the Domestic Violence
Salon Series for Alumni. In partnership with our
colleagues in Sacramento and New Hampshire, we
brought Maura McCauley from the Department of
Family Support Services with the City of Chicago to
the panel. Maura spoke about the Department of
Family Support Services and municipal services
provided to victims of domestic violence and how the
Office of Domestic Violence has attempted to adapt
and overcome barriers to municipal services, as a
result of COVID-19. This panel was both encouraging
and impactful for the participants and WorldChicago
was delighted to be able to participate. This new style
of virtual program also seems to be a successful
format and a positive way to keep alumni engaged. 

39 IVLP Programs
416 Visitors

Visitors from 116 countries

A Japanese delegation participating in the U.S.
China Trade Policy IVLP Program.  

 
Six delegate members met with

representatives from the State of Illinois Office
of Trade and Investment.



P R O F E S S I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S

20
21WorldChicago is an important part of the Chicago community. We work with

corporate, civic, education, and nonprofit organizations and professionals to 

 share their Chicago work, their Chicago missions, and their everyday Chicago

lives with their global counterparts. Through these unique experiences

everyday Chicagoans are able to exchange innovative ideas, expose their

organizations to a global perspective and viewpoint, share their successes and

challenges. Below is a list of the Professional Resources that WorldChicago

worked with in 2021. Contact us today to get involved as a Professional Host!

270 Strategies

1871

2112

A3 Environmental Consultants

Ada S. McKinley

Agricycle Global

Aileron

All Campus

Alliance for the Great Lakes

American Enterprise Institute

Apna Ghar

Asian Americans Advancing

Justice Chicago

Asian Human Services

Aspen Environmental Services

AT&T

Array of Things

Better Government

Association

Beyond the Ball

Bounteous

BPI

CareTree

Certified Laboratories of the

Midwest

CF Financial LLC

Charles Ifergan Salon

Chicago and Culture Language

Diversity Opportunity

Chicago Chapter of Illinois

Association of the Deaf

Chicago Children's Advocacy

Center

Clean Energy Trust

Colombia University

Congress for the New Urbanism

Cook County Human Trafficking

Task Force 

Cook Memorial Public Library

Department of Family Support

Services

DePaul University Coleman

Enterpeneurship Center

DeTour

Dreams fod Kids

 City of Chicago

Diplomatic.Substack.com

Discovery Partners Institute

Eatiquette

Edovo

Education Pioneers

Elevate K-12

Environmental Consulting Group:

Midwest

Equip for Equality

Ethos

Exelon Corportaion

Exemplary Marketing

Family Farmed

Farmer's Fridge

Forte Group

Fringe Salon Chicago

Future Founders

Golden Apple Foundation

Greater Chicago Food Depository

HANA Center

Happy Kids Chicago

Heartland Alliance

Chicago Food Bank

Depository

Chicago Foundation for

Education

Chicago Foundation for

Women

Chicago Hearing Society

Chicago Justice Project

Chicago Lawyers' Committee

for Civil Rights

Chicago Metrapolitan

Agency for Planning

Chicago Police Department

Chicago Regional Growth

Corporation

Chicago Sinfonietta

Chicago Sports Alliance

Chicago Votes

Chicago Women's Health

Center

Chicago Youth Centers

Choice Furniture USA

CHS Youth Connections

Citizens' Climate Lobby

City Incite

City of Chicago Labor

Standards

City of Chicago Office of the

Inspector General

City of Evanston Parks,

Recreation, and Community

Service

ClassKick

http://diplomatic.substack.com/


P R O F E S S I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S

20
21Holistic

Host TBD

i.c.stars

Illinois Coalition for Immigrants

and Refugee Rights

Illinois City/County Management

Association

Illinois Education Association

Illinois Green Alliance

Illinois Intellectual Property

Alliance

Illinois Network of Centers for

Independent Living

Illinois Office of Minority

Economic Empowerment

Imagen Consultants 

Inspire11

Invisible Institute

ISACA

Jacques International Languages

Academy

Journalists Toolbox, University

of Illinois at Chicago

Judith Dunbar Hines

Kids off the Block

Larson Communications

Latinos Progresando

Latino Policy Forum

Laughlin Constable

Learning Dimensions

Ledger Bennett

Lindblom Math and Science

Academy

LM Resturaunt group

LoadSys

Luxebloom LLC

Mayors Office for People with

Disabilities

McGuire Woods Consulting:

Federal Public Affairs

Media Literacy Now

Medill School of Journalism,

Northwestern University

Merieux NutriSciences 

The Chicago Bar Association YLS

Racial Justice Coalition

The Chicago Council on Global

Affairs

The Chicago Lighthouse

The Chicago Tribune

The Corporate Responsibility

Group of Greater Chicago

The Food Foundry

The Hatchery Chicago

The People's Music School

The Prairie Group Consulting:

Government Relation/Lobbying

Tock

Traffick Free

UChicago Law School Global

Human Rights Clinic

Ulta Beauty

University of Illinois at Chicago

University of Illinois at Chicago

Office of Technology Management

University of Chicago, Polsky

Center for Entrepreneurship and

Innovation

United Way Chicago

Uptake

Upwardly Global

U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th

Circuit

Walgreens

Westside Justice Center

Wish Your Price

Women Tech Founders

Women’s Business Development

Center

World Business Chicago

World Relief Chicagoland

Vox.com

YMCA of Metro Chicago

YOUMedia

YWCA's Racial Justice and

Activism - Policy Review

Metropolitan Planning

Council

MHub

Midwest Energy Efficiency

Alliance

Mondelez International

Motion Agency

National Council of State

Boards of Nursing

National Public Housing

Museum

Network for Teaching

Entrepeneurship

Northern Illinois University

Northwestern University

Interfaith Community

One North

One on One

Outcome Health

Packed With Purpose

Plant Chicago

ProPublica Illinois

Public Narrative

RedShelf

RefugeeOne

Resilience

Restore Justice Foundation 

rMark Bio

SDI Solutions

Sente Adviory

Shriver Center on Poverty

Law

SILC of Illinois

Skokie Public Library

Sociality

Sphera 

Startup Port

State of Illinois Office of

Trade and Investment

Swerve Salon 

Technology & Innovation

Council, IL Chamber of

Commerce



OUR IMPACT
Albania

Algeria

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Azerbaijan

Bahrain

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Benin

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Brazil

Brunei

Bulgaria

Burkina Faso

Cabo Verde

Cameroon

Cambodia

Canada

Chad

Chile

China

Columbia

Congo

Costa Rica

Cote d'Ivoire

Croatia

Cuba

Czech Republic

Denmark

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

Estonia

Ethiopia

Fiji

Finland

France

Gaza Strip

Georgia

Germany

Ghana

Greece

Guatemala

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

Haiti

Hong Kong

Hungary

Iceland

India

Indonesia

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Ivory Coast

Jamaica

Japan

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya

Kosovo

Kyrgyzstan

Latvia

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Madagascar

Malawi

Malaysia

Mali

Malta

Mauritius

Mauritania

Mexico

Moldova

Mongolia

Montenegro

Morocco

Mozambique

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

North Macedonia

Norway

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Poland

Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Korea

Romania

Russia

Senegal

Serbia

Singapore

Slovakia

Slovenia

South Africa

South Sudan

Spain

Sri Lanka

St. Lucia

Suriname

Switzerland

Taiwan

Tajikistan

Tanzania

Thailand

The Bahamas

Timor-Leste

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Uganda

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Uzbekistan

Venezuela

Vietnam

Zambia

Zimbabwe
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52

Cultural and Academic
Exchange Programs

implemented

834
Program participants

hosted in Chicago 

140
Countries we built

relationships with, one
handshake at a time
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WorldChicago is committed to modeling diversity,
equity & inclusion within the international
nonprofit community and to provide informed,
authentic leadership for cultural equity, 

WorldChicago Equity Policy (2020)

DIVERSITY, INCLUSION & EQUITY

WorldChicago respects and values diverse life
experiences, backgrounds, and heritages and strive to
ensure that all voices are heard and is committed to
modeling diversity, equity and inclusion within the
international nonprofit community. The
WorldChicago Equity Policy is one that helps to
guide the organization in creating and maintaining an
equitable workplace and programming.
At WorldChicago, an equitable workplace is one
where all employees, volunteers, and program
participants feels valued and respected, where
differences are viewed as opportunities to explore
creative interactions. We are committed to a
nondiscriminatory approach in all our efforts
regarding employment, advancement, and program
participation. We respect and value diverse life
experiences, backgrounds and heritages and strive to
ensure that all voices are heard.
WorldChicago is committed to modeling diversity,
equity and inclusion within the international
nonprofit community.
To provide informed, authentic leadership for cultural
equity, WorldChicago will:
· Connect diversity, equity and inclusion to our
mission to ensure the well-being of our staff and the
international community we serve.
· Understand and dismantle any inequities within our
policies, systems, programs, and services, and
continually update and report organizational
progress.
· Challenge potential underlying, unquestioned
assumptions that interfere with inclusiveness.
· Advocate for and support board-level thinking
about how systematic inequities impact our work,
and how best to address that in a way that is
consistent with our mission.

Be a cultural leader by creating and supporting
programs and policies that foster equity and equality
throughout the organization, from the staff, to
homestay hosts, host organizations, to the Board of
Directors.
· Lead with respect. We expect all employees to
embrace this notion and to express it in workplace
interactions and through everyday practices.
WorldChicago abides by the following action items to
help promote diversity, equity and inclusion in our
workplace:
· Commit time and resources to expand more diverse
leadership within our board, staff, committee, and
advisory bodies.
· Pursue cultural competency throughout our
organization by creating substantive learning
opportunities.
· Generate and aggregate quantitative and qualitative
research related to equity and equality to make
incremental, measurable progress toward the visibility
of our diversity, equity and inclusion, and equity efforts.
Data will be publicly available on our website.
· Create and support programs and policies that foster
equity throughout the organization, from the staff, to
homestay hosts and other volunteers, to the Board of
Directors, to suppliers, and partners.
· Develop and present sessions on diversity, equity and
inclusion to provide information and resources
internally, and to partners and participants.
· Develop a system for being more intentional and
conscious of bias throughout our people selection
process from recruiting to promotion. Train our hiring
team on equitable and inclusive practices.
· Advocate for public and private-sector policies that
promote diversity, equity and inclusion. Challenge
systems and policies that create inequity, oppression,
and disparity.



GET INVOLVED 
Homestay &
Dinner
Hospitality
Hosts

WorldChicago homestay hosts open their homes to our
international adult and youth visitors for short-term
homestays ranging from one week to one month. As a
homestay or dinner hospitality host, you take on a special
role as a cultural ambassador, with a unique opportunity
to share our U.S. culture and at the same time learn
about another part of the world.

Young 
Professionals
Group

The WorldChicago Young Professionals Group (YPG)
brings together a diverse group of young people (ages
21-39) with a shared passion in international relations
and citizen diplomacy. Through workshops, panel
discussions, and networking events, Young Professionals
learn the skills and grow the network that will help them
become a part of the next generation of emerging global
leaders who will lead, engage, and promote citizen
diplomacy in Chicago and around the world. 

Share 
Your 
Expertise

WorldChicago partners with local business, civic, and
non-profit leaders to provide opportunities to share their
knowledge and skills with emerging leaders here in
Chicago and from around the world who are participating
in professional exchanges or local programming.



DONATE TO WORLDCHICAGO
donation details go here

STAY CONNECTED
Follow us on 

@worldchicagodiplomacy

@WorldChicago

@WorldChicago

linkedin.com/company/worldchicago/


